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Benjamin Franklin Stance on Slavery and Religion
Benjamin Franklin started to write his autobiography to ensure that he had something to leave behind to his Son and children showing the life he has led. His biography is vital in exposing his beliefs on some of the crucial matters that contributed to the growth of the colonies. Benjamin believed that the US colonies ought to break free from the Kingship or dynasties and have a different form of rule. He also played an essential role in enhancing the states of the colonies. Benjamin, in his autobiography, is more concerned with two major topics; that is, matters regarding slavery and religion, themes which are highly comparable with what other scholars provided in their reutable work such as the authors of ‘Is Slavery Christian?’
It is widely evident that slavery is one of the worst humans experiences that has been practiced for centuries.  Franklin, in his autobiography widely, uses satire to bring forth slavery to human understanding. From the beginning, slavery was common and accepted in almost every kingdom. The slaves were kept by their masters and used as domestic servants.  Also, having these domestic servants was an indication of wealth as well as power; however, they were barely used for commercial gains. Meanwhile, the discovery of a new world emerged with many changes, and the need for cheap labor skyrocketed. Franklin Benjamin bases his arguments on wealth, power, religion, and civility. The use of Divan and Algiers justifies his arguments regarding slavery.  According to Divan assertions, slavery is right as it facilitates the continuation of civilization. The Divan also condemned the abolition of slavery, believing that it might result in the fall of the authority. The slaves were imported to provide labor, and, in most cases, religion was used to validate the continuity of the practice, ‘…Abraham had servants bought with his money, and born in his house…’. According to the National Human Centre (2008), the masters emphasized that capturing and nurturing slaves was civilizing them in the way of God (Is Slavery Christian? n.d).  In Benjamin’s book, work and employment stand out as the purpose of trading slaves. All of which stands out to be evil practices against those of human nature. 
Slaves were sold to provide cheap labor in the farm plantation, and this helped in the transformation of the new world. Slavery was a crucial component of the earliest cosmopolitan systems of credit and trade (Franklin et al., 2003). In the old days, the masters, capitalist development, and planters could not pay wages and, as a result, they exploit slave labor with the scarce currency. The domestic servants were affordable and could work in the plantation for long hours regardless of their condition. The development of farming influenced the increasing demand for slaves and later followed by the expansion of trade and industry.  The masters forced prisoners and immigrants to work in their plantation, ‘…half of all immigrants arrived in various forms of unfreedom’. These individuals were denied their right to liberty and forced to work in their purchasers' farms. In both his works, Franklin showed how slaves were used for the benefit of the farm owners.  On the othe hand, the National Human Centre shares that slavery was used as an approach to orient people to the way of cristains. However, this was not the case in the real life situations. For instance, the sellging of joseph by his brethens was an ideal mark of betrayal. Arguably, slavery in ancient daya has a far reachin consequences and it shares an implication that we should strive to be our brothers keeper. Convincingly, accurate application of ethics  would address all sorts of inhumane practices. 
The matter of slavery always brought conflicts between the Southerners and the opponent of slavery. The two groups had different beliefs and always tried to outshine each other. However, Benjamin believed that humans could coexist regardless of the difference in their beliefs. He used the story about coexisting with George Whitefield, regardless of the differences in their religious beliefs (Franklin et al., 2003). The two men of God believed in the almighty and differed in most of their takes on various matters. It is always saddening to see conflicts that are fueled by hatred based on religious beliefs. The nature of the conflict can even arise between people of the same religion just because of the way that they interpret their Holy Book. Most people tend to interpret the Holy Book to support their opinions, which mostly resort to conflict between the different groups. However, they opted to coexist and address their differences in peaceful ways. The nature of the religious leaders entails unity amid crisis. 
Arguably, some people tend to believe that one opinion is always more significant than the other. US colonies were set up by people that were loyal to the crown and believed that their knowledge in God and of the world made them great (Franklin et al., 2003). They believed that color and wealth made them superior to the other and thus can own people. In the Bible, there are cases in which Israelites had to capture slaves to assist in their homestead because they believed that they were serving a superior God and could easily overcome any other, especially those that believed in other gods (National Human Centre, 2008). The selling of Joseph has been very controversial. The author asked a random question as to whether a person can justify the selling of Joseph by his brothers. Since things worked out for the benefit of Joseph, in the long run, many Christians tend to believe that slavery was part of God’s plan to test his faith (National Human Centre, 2008). The fact that he remained diligent made it possible for a great outcome. He became elevated to the point at which his descendants could be treated just like Egyptians. However, the struggle for equality erupted in the country due to the increase in the population of the Israelites. Egyptians had to come up with ways to ensure that they remain the dominant race in the country. They opted to enslave the Israelites and control their population in any way possible. As much as the story tends to rely significantly on the nature of the race for slavery, most supporters of slavery tend to protect their dominance by taking the power of others rather than enlightening them. 
Religions have played an important part in human beings. Benjamin also intensely concentrated on religion and tried to ensure that he shared his beliefs with other people regardless of the differences. Religion has been linked to slavery in several decades. Some passages in the Bible tend to support slavery (National Human Centre, 2008)). In Ephesians 6:5-8, Paul states, “Slaves, be obedient to your human masters with fear and trembling, in the sincerity of heart, as to Christ.” Paul is encouraging slaves to be obedient to their masters rather than advocating for their freedom. He believed that slaves had to love their masters and adhere to their services, just like they are loyal and loving to Christ. Bible made it possible for people to promote slavery rather than condemning the vice. Some Bible verses tend to condemn slavery and call for freedom for all humans. Psalms 115:16 states that “All human beings share some brotherhood; that is, they are sons of Adam, made of one blood.” This quote tends to encourage people and to treat each other with the utmost care. 
From another point of view, Jesus also commanded that people ought to do to their neighbors as they would wish to be done unto them. No one can opt to become a slave after losing a war that could have claimed all their loved ones and their lands. Benjamin, in his autobiography, advocated for togetherness and condoning others' beliefs. However, people tend to interpret the Bible in ways that benefit their needs as opposed to the will of religion. As such, it is upon us humans to advocate for love and equality since we are all humans and the same. No race or country ought to have the power to own another because of their superior nature. 
In conclusion, Benjamin, in his autobiography, touched on very many issues, including but not limited to slavery and religion. Benjamin had come into contact with the issues in his life, and his opinion differed from other people in the same era. Benjamin believed that slavery was not all that good since it was only focused on making the white rich rather than alleviating the slaves from their suffering. The proponent of slaves, including the author of ‘, Is Slavery Christian?’ tries to use the Bible to justify slavery. There are verses in the Bible that advocate for slavery, especially taking war victims captive after winning. The apostles in the New Testament also encourages people to remain loyal and obedient to their human master as they are to Christ. I concur with Benjamin that slavery cannot be justified, especially when the slaves are in chains and have to toil just for the wealth of their masters. Many slaves were longing for freedom since they were not appropriately treated by their masters. In the matter of religion, Benjamin also proposed that differences in our beliefs should not separate us. There are several cases in which pastors cannot support each other because of their difference in interpreting the holy book. 
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